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PHOTOS
1980 The 1980s saw the creation of several 
enduring Scouting traditions. In 1981, after decades of moving 
around the country, the National Scout Jamboree found a 
semi-permanent home at Fort A. P. Hill, Va., where the next 
eight Jamborees would be held. In 1982, a new Scout  
uniform—created by fashion designer Oscar de la Renta—
appeared; with minor changes, it would remain the official 
uniform until 2008. And in 1988, the BSA introduced the 
Scouting for Food national Good Turn. This coordinated food 
drive, which collected 65 million containers of food in its first 
year alone, would continue on the local level into Scouting’s 
second century.

Scouting for Food targeted hun-
ger, one of five “unacceptables” 
the BSA began tackling during 
the 1980s; the others were drug 
abuse, child abuse, illiteracy, 
and unemployment. In 1987,  
the BSA launched “Drugs:  
A Deadly Game,” the nation’s 
largest drug-abuse education campaign. A year later, the 
organization unveiled programs to train Scouts and Scout 
leaders in child-abuse prevention. 

Two Scouting programs got their start in the 1980s. Tiger 
Cubs BSA began in 1982, giving 7-year-olds and their adult 
partners a jumpstart in Cub Scouting and the chance to 
“search, discover, and share” the world around them. Two 
years later, Varsity Scouting, a variation of Boy Scouting 
that uses sports terminology, made its debut. During the  
decade, Scouting also increased its outreach to young  
people with disabilities, earning recognition from a  
presidential committee for making the program available  
to 200,000 special-needs youths.

1980.1. Varsity Scouting

1980.4. 
Challenge

1980.2. 
Donor Awareness

1980.3. 
Oscar de la Renta

VIDEO
1980.V1. Practicing Leave No Trace helps 
preserve campsites.
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1980.V2. Scouting for Food has become 
one of the organization’s largest Good Turn 
service projects.
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1980.V3. Snow sports are a high-adventure 
program many Scouts are able to enjoy. 
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1980.5. 
Partnership

1980.6. 
1981 Jamboree

1980.7. 
Millionth Eagle

1980.8. 
Scouting for Food

1980.9. 
President Carter

1980.10. 
President Reagan




